Paton: Neuro-retinitis after Chicken-pox allowing a period of twenty minutes to elapse for dark adaptation, at an average distance of 4 ft., while the light from the letters can be seen as a streak of light at a distance of over 60 ft. Although I do not claim that this is a particularly accurate test, yet it can be made use of if employed with discretion and skill, and is as accurate and certainly more easily controlled than, for example, Forster's photometer or the luminous wrist-watch. Perimetry in a darkened room should, of course, always be employed in these cases, and Bjerrum's test types sometimes may be found helpful.
The luminous type, as described, is made by Messrs. John Weiss and Son, Ltd.
Mr. MAYOU: I have asked Dr. Lynham, of the Radium Institute, about the material from which these types are made. He has handed me a paper by Patterson and Higginson in the Physical Society's Transactions, in which it is said the paint is usually made of radium bromide with zinc sulphide. The radium bromide particles bombard the zinc sulphide, and so produce luminosity. When the paint is freshly made, the luminosity is at its greatest, and it diminishes rapidly for the first six weeks and more slowly afterwards, and at the end of a year its luminosity is about half what it was at the beginning. These types cannot, therefore, be used as a standard for comparison with other types, because the luminosity varies with the amount of radium used, with the quality of the zinc sulphide, and with the size and thickness of the lettering. If the letters are very thick, the image is blurred, if very fine they cannot be seen. These experiments have been worked out because the paint is very much used for compasses, &c. The luminosity is tested against a screen with a light behind it of standard power and a green glass. It seems probable that the most satisfactory scientific test would be to use a screen with a light behind of similar character, not by means of lumiinous paint, although the latter may be very useful as a rough test to be used in the field.
Neuro-retinitis after Chicken-pox.
By LESLIE PATON, F.R.C.S. R. J., MALE, aged 14. Patient and two brothers had varicella in December. The attack was a very severe one. The temperature rose to 1030 F., and there was some headache. On the third day of the illness he found that the left eye was blind and sight has remained very defective in that eye since. Rhinoscopy and X-ray examination of the accessory sinuses were negative. Visual field shows an irregular central scotoma and some peripheral limnitation.
Dr. Reginald Miller reports that though there is some trace of -albumin in his urine there' are no casts, nor evidence of organic renal ,disease.
Hysterical Disorders of Vision. By L. R. YEALLAND, M.D.
(ABSTRACT.)' THEF author grouped hysterical disorders of vision into two classes according to whether or no the contraction of antagonistscould be demonstrated-i.e., the contraction of a group of muscles which should be relaxed during the performance of a given movement. The phenomenon might be demonstrated in blepharospasm, ptosis, and spasm of accommodation. In blepharospasm there was simultaneous contraction of the levator palpebra superioris and of the orbicularis oculi; the failure of the relaxation of the latter muscle prevented the eye opening and so there was apparent loss df vision. A condition of blepharospasm intervened in ptosis before recovery was effected. The phenomenon could not be demonstrated in such conditions as limitation of the visual fields and amblyopia, but in these contraction of antagonists in some other parts of the body might be observed.
DISCUSSION.
The PRESIDENT: We have all come across such cases as Dr. Yealland -describes, and, unfortunately, I have known some of them to be treated as cases of real and serious defect, and to be operated upon in a disastrous manner, for complete ptosis, for example. I recall the case of a young man,
